	[image: image1.jpg]Commissione Europea
Parlamento Europeo
Rappresentanze in Italia




	[image: image2.jpg]PROVINCIA DI RIMINI




	[image: image3.jpg]Regione Emilia-Romagna
Assemblea Legislativa




	[image: image4.jpg]L=l

COMUNE DI RIMINI




	[image: image5.jpg]Ufficio Scolastico
- Regionale
~ per PEmilia-Romagna

Direzione Generale






1st Rimini European Youth Convention
(Rimini, May 6-9, 2005)

This document is the result of a cooperative work, shared amongst many delegations. This work has involved us greatly. It was an extraordinary experience, which allowed many young people, coming from all over Europe, to exchange ideas, proposals and even emotions on the future of Europe. Europe is a major project, which was started in the aftermath of WWII, and has now reached a crucial point.

At the heart of our reflections we debated the issues concerning the European Constitution, Enlargement, European Citizenship, the European Foreign and Security Policy and the Role of the EU in the World and the European Economy. These very important issues are still open to discussions.

They involve us intimately, and have to do with our future, our perspectives of study and work, in one word our lives. The establishment of a united Europe, is a major issue, especially after experiencing the biggest enlargement in our history. Peoples, nations, divided until yesterday, share now a common destiny, based on the same values of liberty and democracy.

If we take a look at the long process made by Europe regarding its unification we may acknowledge how many steps have been made, how many challenges that once seemed impossible have already been won. Even the simple fact that we are here today, in Rimini, in this theatre, with hundreds of young people from 25 member countries, is already an historical accomplishment.

We represent today the new European Union, born on May 1st, 2004, the Europe that is regaining possession of its history, its culture and its identity.

But the road is still long, uncertain, and full of obstacles. Much has yet to be done, many problems are still in front of us, and are waiting for solutions. Europe has not yet won the confidence of all its citizens. It still must find ways to face the many challenges laying in front of us, giving concrete answers, through actions and policies which are clear and effective at the same time.

Europe needs the passion, enthusiasm and the ideas of the young in order to create the best conditions for its youth so that it can be directly involved. The very ideas that have been collected today in this document.

What if Europe had a face? It would have big ears to hear the problems of all its citizens, their fears and concerns, their deepest worries of losing their national sovereignties and diverse cultures. It would have big eyes to see the diversity of its peoples, inherent in their languages, traditions, cultures and ways of life. And above all it would have a mouth, one mouth for all, to address and tackle all of these concerns using a united voice, so as to bring forward a united Europe capable of defending the needs of all its citizens. Thus 25 member states and 450 million citizens would have a powerful voice in this world, a voice that could make a difference.

European Constitution

For the first time in the history of European Integration we face the perspective of having a single Constitution for Europe. We would like to express our support to this Constitution. If it shall be ratified by all the member states, Europe will become a stronger and better defined political subject. The text is a manifesto for peace and a guarantee for the values on which the European integration is based, the same values that are at the heart of the Schuman Declaration, that we are celebrating here today. We recognise that the European citizens have different feelings regarding this Constitution, and we even share some of their doubts and complaints. We want to reply to those critiques by stressing the fact that this Constitution is merely a first step, and it is open to future improvements. We do also admit that there has been and there is a certain lack of information on the contents of the text. Nevertheless, this is not only the responsibility of the national and European institutions, but it is also the duty of the citizens to make use of the many informative sources that are available. Today we face the risk that these negative feelings could prevail and that on the 29th of May the European Constitution could be rejected by the French citizens. We want to make an appeal to our French friends: "Don't let fear prevail on hope and keep on being at the heart of the European integration, following the Schuman's example". In the future, we would like to see an even more integrated Europe, based on the model of the Federal State, the only one that can maintain Europe "United in diversity" at the same time, but we don’t want to replicate the US model: the cultures and histories of the European States are too different and must be preserved.

Enlargement

The recent enlargement was a unique opportunity for the new member countries and for Europe as a whole. For many of us this meant an unprecedented extension of peace, stability and prosperity. Many of our countries received funds for improving our infrastructures, creating new jobs, and improving the quality of our lives. Our daily lives were also affected. Our Estonian friends reported an interesting experience in this sense. During a trip to Hungary on April 30th, 2004, they spent a lot of pointless time waiting to pass border controls. On their way back home, on May 2nd, after becoming members of the European family, the border was opened, and they did not have to wait any more. Many of our countries, which were marginalised, gradually gained a new role in the world scene.

At the same time, due to the enlargement, we are also facing some new challenges. The borders of Europe shifted, sometimes towards critical areas of the world. This increased the need for a common policy on immigration and border control. In terms of the economy, the enlargement provoked deep changes in many of our systems. Some of these were positive, and some negative. Many adjustments must be made in order to reduce the huge differences in the quality of our lives. Also the possibility to circulate freely all over Europe came with its drawbacks. One of them being the process known as "brain-draining"; the best students leave our countries because abroad they have better chances to improve their lives. Nevertheless, we disapprove of those who blame Europe for every problem. Many of the problems must be solved at a national or local level. Regarding further enlargements, we believe that before making new steps in this direction, Europe should first devote some time to consolidate its economy and its institutions.

European Citizenship

The European citizenship represents a new model of open citizenship, not based on national identity but on common values. A model that should be proposed to the rest of the world. The highest expression of our common citizenship is our right to vote for the European Parliament, sharing an act of democracy amongst us all. In the past few days, discussing with young people from all over Europe, we could see that for the young, Europe is already united. Despite this, there still is a different perception of the way in which we belong to Europe amongst the new and old member states. We need new instruments to try and fill this gap.

We demand a stronger effort for harmonisation of the educational models and for the mutual recognition of diplomas. We propose to make English a second mother-tongue for the coming generations of Europeans. We recognise the benefits of the Erasmus program and of the many projects already available for the European students. Nevertheless, we still feel the need for new projects, capable of involving every single European citizen, regardless of their cultural level or social condition.

Foreign and Security Policy and Role of the EU in the World

Europe must be a model for the rest of the world. This means that we must find new ways to export our values beyond of our borders. The real challenge is to do this by peaceful means, and not by war, like some seem to think nowadays. The Iraqi crisis underlined the limits of our Common Foreign and Security Policy. Due to its division, Europe was unable to play any effective role, and to counterbalance the American strategy. For the future, we must avoid at all costs that this happens again. Europe must speak to the world with a single voice. Considering that it is impossible for all countries to agree on one single foreign policy a majority of them should decide what position the EU should take. This could be a qualified majority (e.g. 75%) of the States and the citizens. The presence of conflicts at the new borders of the EU, should push us to assume a more active role in areas like the Middle East.

Europe is a project of peace. Therefore we would like to see in the European Constitution the translation of article 11 of the Italian Constitution, which states the refusal of war as a mean to solve controversies. In order to speak with a single voice to the rest of the world, we would like to see a single representative of the EU in the UN Security Council. This role should be played by the new European Foreign Ministry foreseen by the Constitution. On the military side, we think that Europe is not ready to have a single EU army. Most of all, we want to preserve the neutrality of some member countries. Nevertheless, we would like to build a joint peace-keeping force, put together by the best national experiences in this field. It should be accompanied by a joint civil protection force, that could be deployed in case of natural disasters, like the sea-quake that recently caused so many casualties in South-Eastern Asia.

European Economy

In the economical field, we want a Europe which is able to preserve its unique social model, extending minimum standards of social protection throughout its borders. The right to a job, included for the first time in the Constitution, should be actively promoted by the European Commission. We believe in the importance of sustainable development as stated by the Constitution. To fulfil this task, Europe should implement ecological taxes, and become a world leader in developing alternative energies in order to reduce our dependency on oil. We must help the poorest countries of the world by lowering the customs duties on their goods, and by cancelling their debt.

During these days in Rimini we have been enriched profoundly, and it has been an extraordinary opportunity for both our studies and our lives. We would like to thank our hosts and all those who cooperated in the realisation of such an important meeting of the European youth on Europe Day.

We would like to let the organisers know that we are so happy, that we wish to reserve a place for the coming year.

Ciao ciao Emilia Romagna

Bye bye Rimini

See you in 2006
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